Dear fea±3r, \ 10/5/72 

b 

Dometiises I'm undiplomatic by accident, from tiredness, aftigue or carelessness, 
nore often it is for a purpose, right now to try to get your attention. You really have 
not been paying attention, and you say something astoundingly immature for an experienced 
(as the risk of accusation of male chauvinist pl^^gery) newshen* llmt first* 

"...how coiac a CR) newscaster said on tlie radio as Exxon was dining on shark' s fins 
in Chinas bet's face it, Dixon made a great concession overlooking the quantity of drugs 
produced by China, which is the largest in the world** 1 ' 

I don't even care who the newscaster was (and thay have some farout nuts of the most 
extreme right field on their 11 Spectrum" feature-I fekz heard two in succession not much after 
5 a.m, today while I was shaving, and from Chicago yet 1 ) , the simplest answer is that he 
was just plain wrong. Does an experienced reporter have to be told tiiat with the best 
intentions, wldch 1 would not ordinarily assume on a political story so grossly wrong and 
overtly prejudicial, this is evexyday? 

I'm much troubled by what is Imp , zoning to you and to your thi nk ing, thus 1 did not 
ask you to take my word for any of tills* I sent you a large assortment of different sources 
all uncontradictable and all saying the same thing, perhaps 5/4 of th-; v/orld illicit sup >ly 
comes from t he uolden triangle and liOItb from the new bhina. if you understood the political 
philosophy that prevzdls there you'd know it has to be as close as antyiong can be to an 
impossibility, iiuch the same is true of Juba, and all I've sent you suys tills, too* how not 
one source that I've used is pro— Com unist, pn>-China or pro-Castro , is it? borne have been 
tested as few ever are* Example wieOoy 1 s publisher submitted Ills ms to the CIa for refutation. 
When they proceeded a ter this kiiuckllng-under, you kno how little the UIA could or did Say* 

Pearl, you cyuld pull tiiat innocont gal reporter stuff, without the blinking eyes, on 
someone who docsn i know better, but for me you are too mature to go for this kind of fool— 
isiixK tlxmldUig, and tliat tells mo it is hOf thinking* hot fox' the Pearl 1 think ^ know at 
least fltfb much about, halve? iiell, no; not in tills eawe, I'm about as naive and trusting 
as they cone, regularly putting myself in a position to be conned, but t-erc is a limit* 
trusting people Xu one thing* Dot thinking at all is another-*- So, I deduce you arc being and 
have been hoodwinked* Blink those li'l ol f gal&s eyes all you wanjt, 1 an not blinded by 
their attractiveness and i know they are in a damned good head. I'm not even trying to 
figure out why because I reached (dangerous method, admitted) an instinctive conclusion 
bei ore and I've no time to just sit down and puswle it out. resides, enough is obvious so 
that if it isn't the wliole answer, it is enough* 

and about that you an. very defensive, whether or not you so intended. Dtriso. 

Peu3±, I'm going to be 60 soon. In all these years I’ve learned hem dependable my 
judgment is and that the few blunders are pretty big and, in retrospect, not often justi- 
fiable to myself* I formed an Impression of 3 1 rise early enough and clearly enough for liim 
to go away krid leave me entirely alone. Besides, in the work I do i have to xaake spot deter- 
dilations. Then, too, I draw upon an experience tliat lets me type people without conscious 
thought, lie Invigilate fit a classic mold tliat nothing since }ns made mo give any thought to 
cliao^ng, I could gove you so many examples from your own letter! s). from tlis one on Ihe 
Watergate Caper, M The Democrats picked up some stuff re figs (moaning bay of) and the Jill 
killing which you liabe been working on. We may liave a break in this election* ... H Rubbish! 

If they had picked up the Impossible, the UJK place it would DOE be Is in party hq and in 
O'Brien's or the state-liason's offices, kore, what makes you think tills was a simple 
bugging operation? Know ho - few people tliat takes in a pro operation, how little front 
money (mid vie are dealing in with a minimum of J 124,000, easily b 5 50,000;? This was a 
much larger schema in wliich even the now— admitted rob eery was still a small part* ihat 
also doc jin t involves such still-large sums* I could go further but stop with tills reminder; 
only tile radical-right am the most dedicated ^ixonians are pedaling tliat cliildlsh line. 

What is Striso the 11 liberal 1 1 * doing with it? Xou should hear bucklcy on it* I enclose it so 
you am, and I've narked it to make it easier* Aside from the lies (one underlined, other 
double-marked, the complete iiiplnusibilty of tills sample of the output oi J the Dept of Di s- 
Iiifo nation can fall cor-inletelv apart before the misopliisticate (which ain^t you) by compar- 
ing with fact. L 'Jhe hdoveni people are not, thou were not and never have been in the UU> 
fhen their offices were near the capital, mid wore the separate object of attention, according 
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fi3.1 sourcoS} Incluclan^ tlis xndctment itsclfa llhcii mcG ©!its.ijli^h6c zititioiuil 

uere and are at 1910 K Ht., liW (whole top of envelope address to ne by an official of 

it enclosed)* 

This is radical-right/lnteliigeuco ope. at ion garbage, not anything better, x t is 
stupid, so X believe the intelligence part is from its right-wing p&rtj^irdcd same area, 
as its use shows® The radical right : 'tints to believe this Kind of stuti* ^nly nuts could* 

Iqu xi/ive not answered mo on the utter imposaibi-Lity 01 an independent e^frxso having 
any lemd of "contact in Red China 11 , That he puts it this way is self-disclosure, too, 
face it, kiddo; he can t* 

as I could perceive immediate^* you aiYirm, "And this is what Striso has been feeding 
me# 1 * f earl j iearl, you are like a liotpants teenager wlio believes every sweetnotlxLinj, ohe 
is told to get her into bed* God the kind of stuff you credited and still credit I 

So, I ask you again, and in inters ts in which yours predominate, I'd like to see 
everything he has been feeding you. If you want any of it confidential and you do lot 
me sec it, please so nark, I'd reeon end xeroxes, not originals, be sent, ^nd 1 think if 
jou don't want to get really loused up in a merchantable property that could also be one 
of other merit, you'll do it, I noted some of the rubbish in the hi/ piece, remember* also, 

I'm doing some thing else I would not, ordinarily, do witlioub asking y ou first, 1 m s eroding 
a copy of your letter to friends who are more that merely experienced r porters and trusted 
friends but exports in the area in question, including being authentic experts on China, 
old and new, and tills includes the language and the leaders ^also old a nu newy. «ith a 
carbon of mine. If they disagree with anything nor. than a typo, I'll let you know pronto* 

It will go out tomorrow and by the end of next week I'll have an answer* If you dont hear 
from me before; the end of the following week, you taow there is cpimlgtc agreement* Depending 
on tile nature of the answer, I&H send you a copy, 

I^lease listen to poppa and stop worrying mo! 

itfid wlmddaya mean, "If I over writ© a bock on ICaplan, *•" I don t think froj :a what I 
saw of the Asinof touch the theft plus Kaplan will make a tsQvie. I Haven t chained my 
iiiind on a novel being the best approach, or non-fiction written like a novel, and yon 
get closer to tills in what I like, "from the viewpoint of a first person girl reporter 
visiting Kppla n in prison." blight refo mulattos not 11 girl" and not mother of two teenagers 
and not mature woman reporter* iiore like a young woirtan ri^porter, romantic herself. Feeing 
romance in this grisly stuff and weird people, sympathetic to all the villainous heroes and 
heroines (not excluding tiic courva) , and witn the most explicit understanurn^ oii ^he heat, 
of all the bodies, and never leave Joel's pants. X ou can carry the message, the responsible 
otx ting and approach, best on this story by jazzing it up with all the commercial touches* 
jmd with the whore/ second wife, make her beautiful inside and out, if sne s neither* 

Write it as you say in part in "fun essay". Junk the essay and make enough to live on for 
a while* fthun you detach yourself, when you are comfortable (as you were not the first 
day here, your are exquisitely deft, charming in expression, and very, very funny. Remember 
I told you on the Cortes thing if you couldn't do it any other way, you should have an 
audience like mo and a tape recorder? Write this book that way, like you wore telling it 
to an ap relative audience and without blanking that any act or word could be an embarras- 
sment to" you. Use tho words that sell today and people use in conversation now. (Our letters 
crossed on tho Playboy thing, but I think I sent it in time for you to have gotten it by 1Q/U) 
The ueoti on you ask about court costs is one I've not solved* I have it in many cases, 
from publishers to wholesalers to truckers, and I thin at least three publishers, aw and 
justice are’ for the rich only* However, your agent ought to be of use here* Trouhl^ is 
they have more than one client and have to sell to publishers, as I also leamea* I had 

one who gave up ^3,500 without a whimper instead of doing what he owed ue. hut I'd ask 
Franz Furst and see what he says* Has he offered any opinion on tho story, or does ho trow 
it only from the Id) piece, whether or not revised? 

damages* I t h i nk * 



If the book g es, you've got -better prospects xor recovery o: 

I think it is wrong to try to sell a mag piece, now* I think tno thing to uo i& 
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or about 2D pages of it and then outline. 1 os, I think if you write the 
emotions ;Uxd touch, a woman' s :xag Will go tor It* The whore 1 



woman s mono, 
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perhaps ah hit daring at first blush (blush?) for such a market, but 1 think that if 

you 00ulci mc ^ Bia8 “ a chapter on her, as she sees and feels, it would include a 

number oi socially useful things, including inherent com, entary on the men. can penal 
system and a very controversial thing in this country, in- jail heterosex. I ^ it 
would sell, especially when they have cheapened themselves to the point where they have 
^ee, centen old men. I really would try to organize tit,:- book so that one or more chanters 
can bo lit tea right out for mag use. this whole business could go here, includin'- on TV 
-rale and their problems, including sex, are much and often in the news anu considered 
J so = :lolo ^-sts and others. Offhand, 1 don't think you want to appear about the time their 
so,!, does. Ai i! gets attention, then the uarket possibilities will bo better. If it ™ts 
attention, tre lawyer may also be more interested (who is he?). 

h.npite your problems, you can do the book right now and the other things you can do 
l '° make a living, if you organize yourself and your work. Vi on t be easy, esp. if the stuff 

you o iu tiring, nut you can. Best bet is something based oirwhich Purst can get you an 
advance. Plan your book and write tlie opening. ; 

± . . r ^ lt 011 110 ^ seeing Joel after the escape, ^uid you don t have to solve it, 

can tXi-iilate thu read er* Xou aro right in concentrating on Vidal, but not at the 
expense oi tJic Kaplans, J-roat V as though there is no doubt ho is alive, iniyway, have you 
are soliu reason to believe otherwise? M 0 corpus delecti. And write the book to m ke a movie. 

** yoa ^tting “ toucl1 «ith Playboy, as I seau to recall, august not. If you had 

on paper wliat you could put there so beautiful y 1 know two people I could approach in NYC, 
iroiii the novio ena xf Furst doesn t work. # 

Put your head together on this. You've got what the Asinof rewrite can’t, and you are 
aware of it to a degree from this letter alone. This is by its nature the find of story 
fc-iat lends itself to honest conarical writing, that is, there is no conflict between 
uonesty and wont is coireerical, ana no artistic or hourealiotic compromise nocesourv. 

7 “ 3 f®» natural, dven your notes could be part of the text in a first-person tie. 
lour problem, aside from cutting it and yourself all togotle , will be modesty. i’hie i s 
a maty story, a bloody story, a cruel story, and an authentic story of intrigue. i t is 
more, but what the hell more do you need except a prod in the- right place ana the belief 
that you really can overcome your multitudinous oroblems? Or, Egy-ira^s. confidence and 

scit -confidence , both of ,hich you lack for no good reason except, perhaps, 

the conditions of your life, which may include some you impose. * 

Your last sentence is'i’he Times is no longer interested in its stringer here since 
a *«uch larger investigation is being made." If you mean by this more than the feds Slave 
pr tended to make, i*d like to know all that you know. If you haven t anyn other 

way, please borrow a tape recorder. It can be important, Litchell made a big mistake in a 
personal attack on the owner of the Wash rest (he also called her Katie); arid the fink- 
hack judge has been excessive in trying to stifle all com c-nt, including political and 
press, 1 roi:l my brief conversations today with a number of reporters on his yesterday’s 

ULUCioiQiX# 

Pearl, with no immediate responsibility for the kids, this is your golden year, don’t 
waste it by seeing only negatives. Nothing is impossible with the kind of material you 
have. Kaplan etc is but one. Grab the boots and PULL. 




